
CITY OF BLUE ASH 

Interoffice Memo – City Manager's Office 

TO:  City Council 

FROM:  City Manager and Department Directors 

SUBJECT: Agenda Items for the September 22nd Council Meeting 

DATE:  September 20, 2016  

COPIES: Department Directors, Press, Clerk of Council, Solicitor 

 

This memo offers a brief description of the topics included on the September 22nd Council 
agenda.  

9.a.1. Motion setting 6:00PM, Monday, November 28, 2016, as the Budget Study Session 

This motion would formally establish the time and date for the 2017 Budget Study Work Session 
for Monday, November 28, 2016, at 6:00 PM. 

Please direct questions or scheduling issues regarding this motion to the City Manager. 

9.a.2. Resolution No. 2016-8 – accepting property tax rates for 2017 

The Tax Budget for 2017, which was adopted by Council in July, was submitted to the Hamilton 
County Budget Commission for their review.  Resolution No. 2016-8 seeks Council’s 
acceptance of the amounts and rates of taxation that were included within the Tax Budget and 
certified by the Budget Commission.  In accordance with our Charter, the inside millage as 
expressed in this resolution remains at 3.08 mills. 

Based upon the County’s estimated December 31, 20116 total assessed valuation for Blue Ash, 
the City’s 2017 property tax revenue should be approximately $2,170,582.   

Please direct questions regarding this resolution to the Treasurer. 

9.a.3. Ordinance No. 2016-50 – transferring funds  

The attached transfer ordinance provides for the following current budget modifications: 

Fire Department Grant 

The first budget adjustment appropriates the receipt and expense related to the $2,500 grant 
received by the Fire Department from the Ohio Department of Safety for the purchase of AED’s.   

Recreation Center Construction 

The 2016 budget included $1.5M for the Recreation Center baby pool replacement project 
which was based on estimates at that time.  The bid opening was held September 8, 2016 and 
construction costs came in higher than expected.  After reviewing the bids and working with 
design engineers to reduce costs, an additional $260,000 is still needed to fully fund the project.  
The additional funds will cover construction, contingency, and remaining design and 
engineering. 

Fire Department – Arson Task Force 

The City has been the fiscal/administrating agency for this fire related task force for several 
years.  The task force has been reestablished under the Hamilton County Fire Chief's 
Association.  This budget adjustment appropriates the remaining fund balance for a final 
reimbursement for supplies.  The fund will be closed. 

Please direct any question regarding this Ordinance to the Treasurer/Administrative Services 
Director or related Department Director. 
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9.a.4.  Ordinance No. 2016-51 – levying special assessments on real property related to 
property maintenance issues pursuant to Chapter 911 of the BA Code  

As Council is aware, the City’s property maintenance provisions defined in Chapter 911 allow 
for the City to “step in” and take care of the mowing of tall grass and weeds if the property 
owner, after an extended period of time and with notice, has not taken care of the problem.  The 
City then bills the landowner for the cost of that maintenance.  If the invoiced cost of the 
maintenance has not been paid by the landowner to the City after a defined period, the City can 
then “certify” it to the County Auditor to be placed upon the tax duplicate and collected and paid 
back to the City. 

In the past several months, the City has taken care of maintenance issues multiple times on 
several Blue Ash properties. Ordinance No. 2016-51 represents the notification to the County 
Auditor of such payments directing the specified amounts to be levied and assessed on the 
properties as noted within the ordinance. 

Please direct questions regarding this ordinance to the Treasurer.   

9.b.1. Ordinance No. 2016-52 – awarding bid for Wading Pool  

Bid packages for the Wading Pool Project at the Recreation Center were advertised on August 
17, 2016, in the Northeast Suburban Life.  Bids were received and publicly read aloud on 
Thursday, September 8, 2016.  The City received two bids for the Wading Pool 
Project.  Administration recommends an award to CBS Construction LLC for the Wading Pool 
Project for the base bid amount only as shown on the bid summary. 

The current baby pool at the Recreation Center is 23 years old.  Requests for qualifications 
were awarded for the design/build in March of 2015 to make the pool larger and more family 
oriented.  Its replacement was made a part of the Capital Improvement Plan in 2016.  The 
design meets the Ohio Department of Health requirements of a wading pool. 

Please direct questions regarding this resolution to the Parks and Recreation Director.   

9.c.1.  Motion establishing a Work Study Session for Zoning and Development Code 
Updates pursuant to the Land Use Plan on Thursday, October 27, 2016, at 7:00 PM and 
cancelling the October 27, 2016 Council Meeting  

This motion formally establishes a Council Work Study Session for Zoning and Development 
Code Updates pursuant to the Land Use Plan on Thursday, October 27, 2016, beginning at 7:00 
pm and cancelling the October 27, 2016 Council Meeting.  

9.c.2.  Motion approving the Findings of Fact and Conclusions of Law denying the appeal 
of a decision by the Board of Zoning Appeals denying an appeal seeking approval of a 
privacy fence installed with the structural side facing the neighbor at 9566 Lansford Drive  

A public hearing was held during the September 8th Council Meeting. Karen and Dick Klein filed 
an appeal seeking Council approval of a privacy fence that is installed with the structural side 
facing the neighbor.  The Code requires that the finished side of a fence face the neighbor.  The 
Board of Zoning Appeals denied the request at its June 13, 2016 meeting.  Council voted 5-1 to 
uphold the Board of Zoning Appeals decision.   

Please direct any questions regarding this motion to the City Solicitor. 

9.c.3.  Motion approving the Findings of Fact and Conclusions of Law denying the 
denying the appeal of a decision by the Board of Zoning Appeals denying an appeal 
seeking approval of a privacy fence installed with the structural side facing the neighbor 
at 9628 West Avenue 

A public hearing was held during the September 8th Council Meeting.  Charles Stocker filed this 
appeal seeking Council approval of a privacy fence that is installed with the structural side 
facing the neighbor.  The Code requires that the finished side of a fence face the neighbor.  The 
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Board of Zoning Appeals denied the request at its June 13, 2016 meeting.  Council voted 4-2 to 
uphold the Board of Zoning Appeals decision.   

Please direct any questions regarding this motion to the Community Development Director. 

9.c.4.  Ordinance No. 2016-46  Text Amendment to Chapter 1165 M-3 Planned Office and 
Mixed Use District to add permitted uses and to modify parking and area requirements 
and to Chapter 1185 Planned Districts to allow for Concept Development Plan approval  

and 

9.c.5.  Ordinance No. 2016-47  Zoning Map Amendment to rezone former Blue Ash Airport 
land to M-3 Planned Office and Mixed Use District (Hamilton County Auditor Parcel 612-
0120-0189-00)  

and 

9.c.6.  Ordinance No. 2016-48 approval of Concept Plan for a Planned District 
Development in the M-3 Planned Office and Mixed use District on approximately 108 
acres composed of part of the former Blue Ash Airport land and an adjacent site 
(Hamilton County Auditor Parcels 612-0120-0189-00 and 612-0120-0197-00)  

The Al.Neyer development team is proposing to develop the former airport runway parcel and 
part of the former Sycamore Senior Center land that connects it to Carver Road.  Council 
agenda items include a Zoning Map Amendment, a Zoning Text Amendment, and a Concept 
Development Plan approval.  Each of these is a separate Ordinance and requires a public 
hearing. 

The Zoning Map Amendment would rezone approximately 108 acres to the M-3 Planned Office 
and Mixed Use District.  The Zoning Text Amendment would allow for single-family and other 
uses in the M-3 District and would provide more flexibility in the Planned Development approval 
process, including allowing for formal approval of a Concept Plan.  The Concept Plan 
Development approval would approve the overall development, conceptually.  A Concept 
Development approval by the City ensures that the developer will be able to develop the site in 
accordance with the general site layout and description of land uses and other defining 
characteristics of the development that are included in the approved plans; however, 
construction cannot actually occur on the site until a Final Development Plan is approved for 
each site or building within the development. 

The proposed plans are included in the Council Packet with the Staff Reports provided to the 
Planning Commission. 

In response to several questions and concerns about the concept plan approval process, staff 
has included amendments in the approving legislation.  The amendments further clarify that the 
concept plan approval does not guarantee final approval and that further analysis and 
evaluation will be required before development approval and construction can proceed.  Council 
will need to include the amendments in its motion for approval.   

Planning Commission recommended approval of the Zoning Text Amendment, Zoning Map 
Amendment, and Concept Planned Development at its August 4, 2016 meeting.  A public 
hearing and first reading for each of the three ordinances was held during the September 8, 
2016 Council meeting.   

Please direct any questions to the City Manager or the Community Development Director. 

9.c.7.  Ordinance No. 2016-49 a text amendment to Chapter 1105 Plat Procedure and 
Standards to eliminate panhandle lots in the R-3 Residential District  

This amendment was proposed by a Blue Ash resident.  The amendment would add language 
to the subdivision regulations that would specifically prohibit panhandle lots in the R-3 district, 
but would not affect any other district. 
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Planning Commission recommended denial to City Council at its July 7, 2016 meeting.  Staff 
recommends that Council deny this amendment, but include this as a discussion item during its 
consideration of the new Zoning Code, in its entirety, that will be presented to City Council this 
fall. 

A public hearing and first reading was held during the September 8, 2016 Council meeting.   

Please direct questions regarding this Ordinance to the Community Development Director. 

9.d.1.  Resolution No. 2016-9 – establishing trick-or-treat hours in Blue Ash (Monday, 
October 31, 2016, 6-8-PM 

Every year, City Council authorizes a resolution establishing the date and time to observe 
Halloween activities within the City. Traditionally, the City has recognized Halloween activities 
on the date of Halloween, October 31st. This resolution establishes Monday, October 31, from 6 
to 8 PM as the time to observe the occasion of Halloween. Blue Ash Police and Fire personnel 
will be patrolling the streets and handing out candy to children while ensuring that the safety of 
all is provided. 


